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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LONDON 04575 221129Z 
ACTION SCS-06 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /007 W 

082305 221158Z/15 

P 221216Z MAR 78 

FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 4419 

UNCLAS LONDON 04575 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CGEN, UK 

SUB J : JUDICIAL ASSISTANCE: PAYMENT OF WITNESSES’ 

EXPENSES 

1 . LEGAL SECRETARIAT OF MINISTRY OF DEFENSE HAS 
APPROACHED EMBASSY CONCERNING PAYMENT OF EXPENSES FOR 
TWO BRITISH NAVAL SEAMEN TO ATTEND TRIAL IN TITUSVILLE, 

FLORIDA. SEAMEN THOMPSON AND SYASS, PRESENTLY IN UK, 

HAVE BEEN CITED AS PRINCIPAL PROSECUTION WITNESSES IN 
CRIMINAL CASE STEMMING FROM STABBING OF THOMPSON WHILE 
HE ON SHORE LEAVE FROM BRITISH NAVAL SHIP FEB 17, 1978. 

THEY ARE REQUESTED TO APPEAR BEFORE CIRCUIT COURT IN 
TITUSVILLE APRIL 11. 

2. MINDEF WISHES TO KNOW IF COURT WILL PAY EXPENSES FOR 
THOMPSON AND SYASS TO TRAVEL TO FLORIDA FROM UK TO 
APPEAR. MINDEF OFFICIAL POINTED OUT THAT IN 

SIMILAR CASE SUCH EXPENSES WOULD BE BORNE BY 
BRITISH COURT. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY REQUESTS DEPARTMENT 
CONTACT COURT URGENTLY AND INFORM EMBASSY 
TELEGRAPHICALLY OF THEIR REPLY. 
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